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[Cited from the Book : Illustrated History of the USSR — A Brief Outline by

— Konstantin Tarnovsky]
(excerpts)

Capitalism

Abolition of serfdom. Development of capitalism in Russia.

*

Emergence of the working class.

*

The early period of the revolutionary activity of Vladimir Ulyanov (Lenin). The formation of a
proletarian Marxist party.

*

The bourgeois-democratic revolution of 1905-1907.

*

Cultural scene in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

*

Russia during the First World War (1914-1918). The aggravation of social, economic and
political contradictions which accelerated the maturing of the revolutionary crisis.

*

Victory of the second bourgeois-democratic revolution (February 1917)

The epoch of capitalism in Russia, which
lasted from 1861 to 1917 can be divided into
two periods. In the first forty years, large-scale
industry was built. Industrial output increased
more than seven times, the share of heavy in-
dustry rising to thirty per cent. In the produc-
tion of mineral fuel, cast iron, steel and ma-
chinery (transport machinery in the first palce)
Russia was roughly equal to France. A credit-
ing system was established, based on large joint-
stock banks of which there were 39 in 1875
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and 43 in 1900.

The first monopoly corporations appeared
early in the 20th century, and by 1914 a system
of inter-related industrial and banking monopo-
lies had been established. Like other countries
of Europe and America, Russia entered the era
of monopoly capitalism. But, unlike the other
capitalist countries - Britain above all - Russia
remained a country with uncompleted bour-
geois democratic reforms. Its agrarian system
was semi-feudal and was based, as before, on



big landed estates. Russian autocracy, too, was
nothing but a survival of the Middle Ages.

The national and colonial question was sur-
rounded by a whole number of contradictions.
The western borderlands of Russia, though as
developed as central Russia, were populated by
oppressed peoples. The eastern outskirts - Si-
beria, Kazakhstan, Central Asia, the Central
Caucasus and Transcaucasia - were colonial
possessions. Most of them had a high propor-
tion of Russian settlers (85 per cent in Siberia,
40 per cent in Kazakhstan). The indigenous
people and Russians were equally subject to
capitalist and feudal methods of exploitaiton
of labour. This fact accounted for the similarity
of situation in which the principal groups of
the working people found themselves and the
emergence of a unified anti-colonial, liberation
movement led by the Russian workers.

Unlike the colonies of other imperialist
countries, Russia’s colonies were next to her
own territory, all together forming one state.
That made it easier for the national liberation
movement to be included in the nationwide
struggle against tsarism and imperialism.

A fundamental change in the economic and
political system was in the interest of the vast
majority of the people.

After the fall of serfdom, a bourgeois demo-
cratic period of the emancipation movement be-
gan in Russia in which intellectuals from among
the classes of urban tradesmen, the lower clergy
and peasants played an important role. The
revolution-minded part of them, who wanted
to set the people on a road to a just and happy
life, were known as populists (Narodniks).

They regarded the peasant as the chief fig-
ure in the emancipation struggle, and the vil-
lage commune, which had existed in Russia
since olden times and which dealt collectively
with land use as well as questions of taxes and
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other impositions, as an embryonic form of so-
cialism. The populists believed that it was only
necessary to remove the obstacles to the free
development of the commune - to abolish the
autocracy and the class of landlords, on the one
hand, and, on the other, to put an end to capi-
talism which was eroding the commune - to
establish a just, socialist society in Russia.

They made their programme known to the
peasants.

In 1877 a vigorous campaign was carried
out in 37 provinces of the European part of
Russia with the aim of persuading the peasants
to rise against the autocracy and the landlords
immediately. But the mass of the peasants were
indifferent to the appeals of the campaign. Al-
most 4,000 of its participants were detained by
the tsarist police for questioning in connection
with their acivities among the people.

The populists were compelled to change
their tactics. A secret society called Zemlya i
Volya (Land and Liberty) was established in
1876. Among its founders were Alexander
Mikhailov, Georgy Plekhanov and Sophia
Perovskaya. The society formed sections to
conduct propaganda systematically so as to pre-
pare the peasants step by step for revolutionary
action. But this, too, yielded no results. Differ-
ences of opinion arose among the revolution-
aries, and in 1879 Zemlya i Volya split into
Chorny Peredel (General Redistribution) and
Narodnaya Volya (People’s Will). The former,
led by Georgy Plekhanov, continued for some
time to carry on propagands among the peas-
ants. Narodnaya Volya turned to terrorist meth-
ods of fighting the goverment in the belief that
after a successful attempt on the tsar’s life the
people would rise and carry out a revolution.

The executive committee of Narodnaya
Volya organised eight unsuccessful attempts on
Alexander II’s life. Finally, on March 1, 1881,
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the tsar was killed in a bomb
explosion, in which Ignaty
Grinevitsky who threw the
bomb was also killed.

Contrary to expectation, no
anti-government action fol-
lowed. In a letter to the new
tsar, Alexander I11, Narodnaya
Volya promised to commit no
more terrorist acts on condi-
tion that a general amnesty
was granted and an assembly
of representatives of the
people was convened to dis-
cuss the existing social and
political situation in the coun-
try. The tsar responded with
more reprisals. The majority of
the excutive committee were soon arrested. On
April 3, "1881, the leaders of the organisation
and those who had carried out the death sen-
tence on Alexander II - Sophia Perovskaya,
Andrei Zhelyabov, Nikolai Kibalchich, Timofei
Mikhailov and Nikolai Rysakov - were hanged.
The tsar had reaffirmed the immutability of
autocratic power. A period of reaction set in.

% ok %k

The Russian workers’ struggle led the eman-
cipation movement out of the impasse in which
it had found itself following the crisis of popu-
lism.

As a class the Russian workers had taken
shape at the close of the 19th century. In thirty-
five years, from 1865 to 1900, Russia’s popu-
lation increased one and a half times, and the

number of industrial workers more than trebled.

The number of factory workers, miners and
raliwaymen grew from 700,000 in 1865 to over
a million at the end of the 1870s, and to more
than two million at the turn of the 20th century.
In the late seventies, the workers formed their
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Organisers and members of the
South Russian Workers' Union:
Yevgeny Zaslavsky, Yan
Rybitsky, Fyodor Kravchenko
and Mikhail Skvery.

Organisers and members of the
North Russian Workers’ Union:
Stepan Khalturin,

Victor Obnorsky, Dmitry
Smirnov and Albert Peterson.

first political organisations - the North Russian
Workers® Union (at St. Petersburg) and the
South Russian Workers” Union (at Odessa).

The workers’ struggle against the employ-
ers grew more intense and became better
organised with every year. In the 1860s the
workers’ movement was chiefly marked by
unrest. Workers staged protest actions, which
varied in scale, but work stoppages were rare.
From the “seventies, the number of protest in-
creased and strikes became predominant. Now,
when the workers presented their demands to
the employer, they downed tools. In 1885, for
example, 11,000 weavers at the textile centre
of Orekhovo-Zuyevo went on strike, demand-
ing that government control over wages, hiring
and fines be introduced. The workers could be
fined for just anything, the fines ranging from
thirty to fifty kopeks for every rouble a worker
earned. The government had to make conces-
sions and some rules were established.

As a result of the workers’ struggle, labour
legislation began to be introduced in Russia. In



the early ‘nineties, workers staged group strikes
involving several factories. The conditions
were ripe for the emergence of a worker’s mass
movement. The best representatives of the Rus-
sian intelligentsia turned from the peasant so-
cialism preached by the populists to the prole-
tarian socialism founded by Karl Marx and
Frederick Engles.

In 1880, to escape police persecution,
Plekhanov and other members of Chorny
Peredel - Pavel Axelrod, Vera Zasulich, Lev
Deutsch and Vasily Ignatov - emigrated. Two
years later, while abroad, Plekhanov published
his Russian translation of the Manifesto of the
Communist Party written by Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels (first published in 1848). In
1883 Plekhanov and his comrades formed the
Emancipation of Labour group and announced
their break with the old anarchist tendencies.
They criticised the populist doctrines and re-
garded propagation of scientific socialism as
their main task.

Marxism became an independent current of
Russian social thought. Following the establish-
ment of the Emancipation of Labour group,
Marxist circles and groups appeared at St. Pe-
tersburg, Kazan and other Russian cities. They
carried out propaganda work among workers’
circles. A group led by Mikhail Brusnev (it was
founded in 1889) staged the first workers’ dem-
onstration in Russia and organised the first il-
legal out-of-town May-Day meeting of St. Pe-
tersburg workers in 1891.

The activity of the Emancipation of Labour
group helped to spread the fundamentals of
Marxism in Russia.

But only the fundamentals. The task of ap-
plying Marxism to Russian realities and devel-
oping it in the conditions of the new historical
period fell to Lenin.
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Lenin is the pseudonym of Vladimir Ilyich
Ulyanov, who was born on April 22, 1870. His
father was a prominent educationist. His elder
brother, Alexander, joined Narodnaya Volyaand
was hanged in the Shilisselburg Fortress in 1887
for his part in an unsuccessful attempt on the
tsar’s life. In December the same year Vladimir
Ulyanov was expelled from Kazan University
for having organised an illegal revolutionary
gathering of students. He joined a Marxist circle
at Kazan. He studied Marxism and tried to find
answers to vital social problems.

Lenin passed the law school examinations
as an external student at St. Petersburg Univer-
sity. He moved to St. Petersburg in 1893 and
took part in the meetings of the Social-Demo-
cratic circle of engineeing students as a full-
fledged Marxist. At that time too, he came to
know the leaders of St. Petersburg workers
Vasily Shelgunov, Ivan Babushkin and Boris
Zinovyev, who introduced him at several work-
ers’ circles. A mimeographed edition of Lenin’s
first book What the “Friends of the People”
Are and How They Fight the Social-Democrats
came out in 1894. It exposed the anti-popular
nature of the Narodniki (movement). In 1895,
another work, the Economic Content of
Narodism and the Criticism of It in Mr. Struve s
Book, was published. It was, in fact, a sequel to
the earlier book. Also in 1895, Lenin, together
with other members of the Marxist circle,
founded at St. Petersburg the League of Struggle
for the Emancipation of the Working Class, the
first Social-Democratic organisation in Russia
with central leadership, a clear division of du-
ties among the members and strict discipline.
It directed the workers” movement in the capi-
tal. The League went over from Marxist propa-
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ganda in workers’ circles to agitation on a broad
scale. The theory of scientific socialism was
translated into the language of the masses. It
marked the beginning of a new period in the
emancipation movement in Russia when work-
ers came to replace the intellectuals as the lead-
ing revolutionary force.

Thus, Vladimir Ulyanov-Lenin started his
revolutionary career combining theoretical,
organising and practical political activities.

The first period of this career did not last
very long. In the early morning hours of De-
cember 9, 1895, Lenin and other leaders of the
League of Struggle for the Emancipation of the
Working Class were arrested. After spending
more than fourteen months in solitary confine-
ment, Lenin was exiled to Shushenskoye, a vil-
lage in East Siberia. But he never left his cho-
sen path. He became the acknowledged leader
of the Russian Marxists and the Russian work-
ers.

What did Lenin have to tell the Russian
workers and Social-Democrats? His book What
the “Friends of the People” Are and How they
fight the Social-Democrats ends with the fol-
lowing words: “... The Russian WORKER, ris-
ing at the head of all the democratic elements,
will overthrow absolutism and lead the RUS-
SIAN PROLETARIAT (side by side with the pro-
letariat of ALL COUNTRIES) along the straight
road of open political struggle TO THE VIC-
TORIOUS COMMUNIST REVOLUTION.”

Lenin reached a conclusion which was to
be a great discovery in Marxism at the turn of
the century, namely, that in a new historical
epoch and in a country with a fully formed
working class, the driving forces of bourgeois-
democratic revolutions would be different from
what they were before. Not the bourgeoisie but
the working class, in Lenin’s view, was to rally
the working and the exploited masses and lead
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Viadimir Ulyanov (Lenin) (seated, third from left) with
leaders of the League of Struggle for the Emancipa-
tion of the working Class.

them in the fight against absolutism. The bour-
geois-democratic revolution that was coming
to a head in Russia would turn into a proletar-
ian revolution owing to the methods of struggle
that would be used. It would ge beyond the lim-
its of ordinary bourgeois revolution and start
developing into a socialist revolution.

Lenin was to formulate this conclusion
somewhat later, at the time of the first Russian
revolution of 1905-1907. And in 1915, he drew
the conclusion that a proletarian revolution
could triumph initially in a single country. But
the underlying principles of these conclusions
are already present in the final chapter of What
the “Friends of the People” Are and How They
Fight the Social-Democrats. In his earliest
works Lenin already foresaw a new type of
bourgeois-democratic revolutions, the popular
revolutions of the imperialist era.

Today, almost ninety years after the publi-
cation of these works, Lenin’s theses and con-
clusions seem self-evident, but not everybody
accepted them at the turn of the century. To
accept or not to accept the theses that the work-
ing class would play the leading role in the bour-
geois-democratic revolution, that the peasantry
was the workers’ ally and that the liberal bour-
geoisie was counter-revolutionary became a



question that led to a split of the Russian So-
cial-Democrats into Bolsheviks, the support-
ers and followers of Lenin, and Mensheviks,
who were headed by Plekhanov and Martov.
There were signs of this division at the very
beginning of the 20th century, at the time of
the publication of Iskra (Spark), a newspaper
launched by Lenin and devoted to the task of
consolidating the Russian Social-Democrats
into one party. The division became a fact in
1903, at the 2nd Congress of the Russian So-
cial-Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP), which
marked the beginning of the history of Bolshe-
vism both as an independent current of social
thought and as a political party. The develop-
ment of the revolutionary process in Russia, the
lessons of three Russian revolutions above all,
corroborated Lenin’s conclusions.

* %k ok

The outbreak of the first bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution in Russia was hastened by the
war between Russia and Japan. The war was
started by Japan on January 26, 1904, when its
navy suddenly attacked the Russian squadron
stationed at Port Arthur. But it was an imperi-
alist war nevertheless on both sides, waged for
the possession of Manchuria.

The war was unpopular among the Russian
soldiers and seamen, but they fought valiantly,
displaying heroism and tenacity in battles on
land and sea. Japanese troops stormed Port
Arthur four times — in August, September, Oc-
tober and November 1904, while smaller op-
erations were carried out daily. Despite the cour-
age shown by the defending troops, on Decem-
ber 20, 1904, the 157th day of the siege,
suppoters of a policy of capitulation surrendered
the fortress. Six months later, on May 14, 1905,
near the island of Tsushima in the Korea Strait,
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the Japanese defeated the Russian squardron
dispatched to the Far East from the Baltic. On
August 23, 1905, a peace treaty was signed at
Portsmouth (USA), whereby Russia lost Port
Arthur and the South Sakhalin and recognised
Japan’s dominant interests in Korea.

The war demonstrated the rottenness of
tsarism, exposing its anti-popular nature. Dis-
content with the regime was widespread among
the broadest sections of the population. Yet they
still believed the tsar to be well-intentioned. On
January 9, 1905, on orders from Nicholas II,
troops opened fire on a peaceful procession of
St. Petersburg workers who were going to give
the monarch a petition stating their grievances.
A wave of indignation swept the country. A
revolution began. It bacame an outstanding
event not only in Russian but in world history
as well. It was a bourgeois-democratic revolu-
tion in its content, but it was a proletarian revo-
lution in its methods of struggle and in that the
mass of the workers and the semi-proletarian
elements were involved in it. In 1905 three mil-
lion workers took part in strikes. And the strike
movement at that time was characterised, first,
by a combination of economic and political
demands, which drew into the movement all
sections of the proletariat, from the most ad-
vanced to the most backward, and secondly, by
the fact that the strikes developed into an in-
surrection against tsarism.

In the course of the revolution there emerged
Soviets of Workers’ Deputies which represented
anew type of people’s power and were the pro-
totype of state authority that exists now in the
USSR. At first they functioned as strike
commitees, but later they also directed the
armed uprising. The first Soviet of Workers’
Deputies was set up by the textile workers of
Ivanovo-Voznesenk. Towards the end of 1905,
about seventy Soviets were functioning
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The first issue of the Iskra newspaper

founded by Viadimir Ulyanov (Lenin). It
playved an outstanding part in uniting the
country s revolutionary forces and in the
setting up of the Russian Social-
Democratic Labour Party.

throughout the Russian Empire.

The first Russian revolution saw the emer-
gence of an alliance between the working class
and the revolutionary democratic forces of Rus-
sia, its multinational peasantry above all. The
army—the main bulwark of the autocracy—also
began to waver.

In June 1905 the crew of the armoured
cruiser Potemkin staged a revolt, which was
the first sign of discontent in the army and navy.
Seamen and soldiers also revolted in Sevastopol
in November 1905. Their movement was di-
rected by the Soviet of Workers’, Seamen’s and
Soldiers’ Deputies.

Even before the revolution the Party led by

January 9, 1905, Tsarist troops fired
on a peaceful demonstration of workers
in Winter Palace Square. The day—
“Bloody Sunday "— marked the beginning
of the First Russian Revolution.
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Lenin had carried out a colossal task of educat-
ing and rallying the wokers, turning them into
the van of fighters for the interests of the whole
people. During the years of the revolution the
Party’s activity broadened considerably. In
1905-1907, as many as forty illegal and legal
Bolshevik newspapers and magazines were
published; the total printing of leaflets and bro-
chures circulated between April 1904 and May
1907 exceeded three million copies.

Unity of action of all democratic forces was
secured largely thanks to the Bolsheviks’ per-
sistent policy of bringing together in the course
of revolutionary struggle the entire revolution-
ary democratic camp. The results of this policy




were most graphically evident in the autumm
of 1905.

Early in October, the workers of the Mos-
cow railway terminal went on strike. On Octo-
ber 12, the St. Petersburg line, too, was brought
to a standstill. The strike quickly spread
throughout the country, involving about a mil-
lion and a half workers, 200,000 civil servants,
shop assistants and city transport personnel, as
well as undergraduates and secondary school
students. The situation became critical and the
government had to make concessions. On Oc-
tober 17, the tsar signed a manifesto promising
to set up a State Duma (parliament), without
whose approval no legislation could enter into
force.

After the manifesto was published, the lib-
eral bourgeoisie began to side with counter-
revolution. There emerged bourgeois-landlord
parties, such as the Party of the Constitutional
Democrats (the Cadets), the League of Octo-
ber 17 (the Octobrists), and others. Supporters
of Nocholas II mobilised the loyalist forces,
setting up the so-called Black Hundreds for
dealing with the revolutionaries. Within two or
three weeks more than ten thousand persons in
one hundred cities and towns were killed or
injured. The newly granted “freedom” was
drenched in the blood of “free” citizens.

The tsarist government unleashed a civil war.
The workers met the challenge. Miners in the
Donets Basin staged an armed uprising. An up-
rising at Rostov-on-Don went on for eight days;
another at Novorossiisk went on for two weeks.
Workers fought on the barricades at Sormovo
(near Nizhni Novgorod, now Gorky), in the
Urals, in Krasnoyarsk and chita.

The Moscow uprising developed out of a
general political strike which started on Decem-
ber 7, 1905, at the call of the Moscow RSDLP
Committee and the Moscow Soviet of Work-
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Battleship Potemkin.

ers’ Deputies. Barricades were put up in differ-
ent parts of the city. The uprising centered at
Presnya, a major working-class district of Mos-
cow. Armed workers’ detachments held regu-
lar troops off. The guard regiments were un-
able to take Presnya by storm. After surround-
ing the insurgents they opened artillery fire. The
forces were unequal, and by a decision of the
Moscow Soviet on December 19 the workers
ceased their armed struggle.

The Moscow uprising was the high point in
the first Russian revolution. After it was put
down the struggle became less intense. But the
Russian workers did not lay down arms at once.
The struggle continued into the middle of 1907.

From the revolutionary battles of 1905-1907
the workers and their allies emerged with a
greater understanding of the situation in the
country and of the capabilities of the other
classes. It was an invaluable experience which
enabled the revolutionary democratic forces ten
years later—in 1917—to take up just where they
had left off, staging an armed insurrection and
setting up Soviets.

The Russian revolution stimulated the
growth of workers’ and peasants’ movements
in many Western countries and caused an up-
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surge of the national liberation struggle of the
oppressed peoples of the colonial East. It un-
dermined the world capitalist system, bringing
nearer its general crisis.

The events of those years showed that at the
beginning of the 20th century the centre of the
world revolutionary movement had shifted to
Russia, and differed fundamentally from the
centres that had existed in Europe previously.
There, they had been led by the bourgeoisie,
whereas in Russia the proletariat was the
Leader. The bourgeoisie appeared on the inter-
national scene as a counter-revolutionary force.
The working class, on the other hand, demon-
strated that it was an international force wag-
ing a consistent fight against oppression of any
kind and in any part of the world.

* % %

After the revolution was put down, a period
of reaction set in. It was known as the Stolypin
reaction, after the then prime minister. The
tsarist government was particularly harsh in
dealing with the working class and its vanguard
the Bolshevik Party. But Russia was no longer
what it had been before 1905. There was no
returning to the old ways, and the tsarist gov-
ernment tried to “carry out” the tasks put for-
ward by the revolution from the top, by resort-
ing to counter-revolutionary methods. They
freshened up the tumbledown facade of the
state, setting up an imitation of a legislature—
the Third Duma, composed of representatives
of the bourgeoisie and the nobility (the First
and Second Dumas were dissolved by the gov-
ernment during the revolution).

The revolutionaries had demanded the con-
fiscation of landlords’ estates, and so the tsarist
government launched an agrarian reform. Its
aim was, without affecting the gentry’s land-
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Barricads in Moséow, December 1905

ownership, to create in the countryside a con-
servative class of land proprietors—kulaks (rich
peasants exploiting hired labour) and to
organise a mass migration of peasants to areas
east of the Ural Mountains. However, the plans
for splitting the countryside fell through. Nor
was the resettlement policy attended with suc-
cess.

Thus, tsarism failed to resolve any of the
conflicts that had led to the revolutionary storm
of 1905-1907. A new crisis, Lenin pointed out,
was inevitable. After the dramatic events in the
Lena goldfields in Siberia, where striking work-
ers were shot down on April 4, 1912, skrikes
and meetings of protest were held all over the
country. About 300,000 workers took part in
protest action in April, and on a single day, May
1, more than a thousand strikes were staged in
fifty Russian provinces.

In the autumn, in protest against the death
sentence passed on seventeen sailors of the
Black Sea Fleet, charged with preparing an
armed mutiny on naval ships, there were strikes,
demonstrations and meetings involving alto-
gether more than a quarter of a million work-
ers.

There started a fresh revolutionary upsurge.
Its main driving force was, just as in 1905, the
Russian working class, and the main instrument
of the struggle was the mass strike. The move-
ment did not merely repeat past experience but
went further, as its awareness increased and its



organisation improved. Lenin’s ideas continued
to spread among the masses.

By the summer of 1914 the scope of revolu-
tionary industrial action surpassed that of 1905.
A new revolution was inexorably drawing
nearer, but it was held back a few years by the
outbreak of the First World War.

The revolution was held back but it could
not be prevented. The war marked the eve of
the victorious socialist revolution. And it was
not by chance that Russia was its birthplace.

* %k %k

In order to show why it had to be so, let us
first sum up briefly what has been said so far
and give a general description of the situation
in Russia just before 1914.

Of the 170 million inhabitants of Russia at
that time, 136 million lived in its European part,
on an area of 5.4 million sq km. The main in-
dustrial areas of Russia—which came fifth in
industrial output after the USA, Britain, Ger-
many and France, but ahead of Japan—were all
in the European part, as were most of the rail-
ways and the main cultural centres.

Beyond the Urals, on a territory of almost
seventeen million sq km, lived just a little over
33 million people. Agriculture was pursued
mainly by the new settlers, while the indigenous
peoples  the Kazakhs, Yakuts and Buryats—
were, for the most part, presented a mixture of
highly developd capitalist areas and politically
and economically backward colonial and semi-
colonial territories.

In short, by the time the world revolution-
ary centre had shifted to Russia, the vast multi-
national country was the focus of contradictions
of the capitalist era, a living model of the en-
tire contemporary heterogeneous world.

It was in Russia, too, that the social force
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emerged capable of overthrowing the capital-
ist mode of production— an alliance of workers
and peasants, led by the Bolshevik Communist
Party founded by Lenin.

Lastly, there were present in Russia the cul-
tural and historical prerequisites for making the
transition to the new social system.

In the latter half of the 19th and the begin-
ning of the 20th century, Russian science
achieved outstanding progress in a number of
important fields. Suffice it to mention the in-
ternationally famous work of the Chebyshev
mathematical school in St. Petersburg; the work
of a group of scientists and engineers headed
by Nikolai Zhukovsky, the “father of Russian
aviation”; the research of Dmitry Mendeleyev,
who discovered the periodic law of chemical
elements; the experiments of Ivan Sechenov
and Ivan Pavlov which greatly advanced the
study of the higher nervous activity in man and
animals; and the brilliant results obtained by
Kliment Timiryazev, who explained the nature
of photosynthesis.

Lenin holds an outstanding place in the bril-
liant galaxy of scholars who made notable con-
tributions to history, philosophy, jurisprudence
and economics. His books and articles on so-
cial and economic subjects, including the De-
velopment of Capitalism in Russia (1899),
present a profound analysis of the evolution of
capitalism in Russia. His Materialism and
Empirio-Criticism (1909) marks an important
stage in the history of philosophy. And his /m-
perialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
(1916) is the keystone of the development of
world Marxist socio-economic science.

Russian literature and art were represented
by different trends and artistic schools which
enriched the treasure-house of world culture.
Realism characterises the work of the great Rus-
sian writers Leo Tolstoy, [van Turgenev, Fyodor
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Dostoyevsky, Anton Chekhov, Vladimir
Korolenko and Maxim Gorky. Nikolai
Nekrasov was the leading poet in the ‘sixties
and ‘seventies. The people, the intelligentsia,
and the revolution were the dominant themes
of Alexander Blok’s poems at the turn of the
century. The tense atmosphere of the early 20th
century brought forth a romantic school which
reflected in vivid images a presentiment of the
great upheavals and changes to come. Deca-
dent art was there, too, with its cult of indi-
vidualism, aestheticism and aloofness from
social problems. These tendencies became
stronger after the defeat of the first Russian
revolution. But already in 1909-1910, at the first
signs of a social upsurge, the crisis of the cur-
rents, that were fashionable but the day before,
became apparent.

The second half of the 19th and the begin-
ning of the 20th century was a time of flourish-
ing of the traditions of Mikhail Glinka, a pro-
foundly national composer whose work at the
same time reflected the best in European cul-
ture. These features are also typical of
Mussorgsky, Borodin, Rimsky-Korsakov and
Tchaikovsky, whose work greatly influenced
such outstanding composers as Taneyev,
Rachmaninoff and Glazunov. Revolutionary
romantic motifs of struggle are characteristic
of the work of Alexander Scriabin.

The repertory of the new music theatre also
took shape at that time. It included
Tchaikovsky’s lyrical-dramatic operas,
Mussorgsky’s folk musical dramas, and the
fairy-tale operas of Rimsky-Korsakov. The
Russian school of singing was represented by
Fyodor Chaliapin, Antonina Nezhdanova and
Leonid Sobinoff, vocalists of international
fame. The choreographic works of Marius
Petipa, Lev Ivanov, Alexander Gorski and
Michel Fokine were milestones in the history
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of ballet.

Exponents of the realistic tradition—the Maly
Theatre, which was dedicated to the plays of
Alexander Ostrovsky, and the Art Theatre
founded by Konstanin Stanislavsky and
Vladimir Nemirovich-Danchenko—marked and
epoch in the art of the drama.

In Painting, the second half of the 19th cen-
tury opened with the revolt of young painters,
led by Ivan Kramskoy, against the stagnant
trends of the Academy of Art. The movement
led to the establishment of the Mobile Art Show
Association (1870). The picture of its members,
including Ilya Repin, Nikolai Yaroshenko,
Vasily Perov, Vasily Surikov and Victor
Vasnetsov, with their keen interest in the
people’s daily life and native landscape, are the
pride of the Tretyakov Picture Gallery in Mos-
COW.

Realism provided the basis of the work of
Valentin Serov, who left a superb gallery of por-
traits of his contemporaries; of Isaac Levitan,
the incomparable landscape painter; of
Konstantin Korovin, who made notable contri-
butions in the field of decorative art; and of
Mikhail Vrubel and Nikolai Roerich, whose
canvases are distinguished by striking design
and inimitable colou schemes.

Russia made and immense contribution to
the treasure-house of world culture at the end
of the 19th and the begining of the 20th cen-
tury. At the same time, the country was marked
by a glaring contrast between the advances
made by science and art and the ignorance and
illiteracy of the masses. Progressive-minded
public figures in Russia were aware even in the
first half of the 19th century of the disastrous
consequences this gap would have on the
people, on the country’s cultural development.
Early in the 20th century, the tragic nature of
such a gap came to be recognised also by the



best representatives of the people, the workers
above all, who were eagerly seeking access to
knowledge and culture. And that was one more
reason why they were determined to fight the
exploiting system.

* %k %

In the summer of 1914, the imperialist
governments of the major European powers
unleashed a world war. Russia sided with the
Entente, the military-strategic alliance of
Britain and France, against Germany and
Austria-Hungary. The Social-Democratic
parties of Europe supported the predatory war
pursued by their governments. Under the pretext
of “defence of the Fatherland”, the Russian
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries
made a compact with the bourgeoisie. The
Leninist Bolsheviks alone proved that they were
consistent revolutionary internationalists.

In the early months of hostilities Russia lost
the battle in East Prussia, but emerged victori-
ous in Galicia; in the following year it lost al-
most all of Galicia together with Poland and a
part of the Baltic area and Byelorussia. During
the third summer of the war, Russia’s troops
under Geneal Alexei Brusilov cleared Bukovina
and Western Galicia, driving the Austro-Hun-
garian army back to the Carpathian passes.
Major victories were scored over Turkey on the
Caucasian Front. But the military situation was
essentially unchanged. There were more battles
ahead, and tsarist Russia was preparing for them
both at the front and in the rear, increasing the
output of weapons (which reached a peak by
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mid-1916) to the detriment of the civilian in-
dustries and transport. The food shortages be-
came worse, which was a sure sign of the dis-
integration of the economy.

Discontent was quickly spreading among all
sections of the working people. In Petrograd
(as St. Petersburg was renamed after the start
of the war) the number of strikers in October
1916 reached a quarter of a million. In the sum-
mer of 1916 a popular uprising broke out in
Central Asia and Kazakhstan, while unrest in
the countryside kept mounting. In the army
there was a mass movement in opposition to
the war and the autocracy. Army units refused
to go into attack. Instances of Russian and Ger-
man soldiers fraternising became more fre-
quent.

Again, the country was on the threshold of
revolution. It came on February 23 (March 8),
1917. The strike at the Putilov Plant, the larg-
est in the capital, was supported by thousands
of workers in other factories. Towards evening,
demonstrators appeared in Nevski Prospekt, the
capital’s main thoroughfare. They were joined
by students and office workers. On February
25 the strike became general. On the morning
of February 26 military units began to go over
to the insurgents. The following day, the
Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies met at the Taurida Palace. However,
as many leading members of the Bolshevik
Party had been driven into emigration or were
in prison or in exile, leadership of the Soviet
was seized by members of the petty bourgeois
parties. ...
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Socialism

The victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917. The formation of the
world’s first state of workers and peasants.

*

The rout of counter-revolutionaries and interventionist troops.

*

The building of the foundations of socialism in the USSR.

*

The Great Patriotic War of the Soviet people against German fascism. The rout of Hitler
Germany ank imperialist Japan.

*

Postwar rehabilitation of the country.

*

The building of a developed socialist society.

The overthrow of tsarism in February 1917
brought about a situation unprecedented in
world history, which was defined by Lenin as
dual power : formally state power had passed
to the bourgeois Provisional Government, but
the popular masses, who had carried out the
revolution, set up their own organs of power -
Soviets of Workers” and Soldiers’ Deputies.

The Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolution-
aries were of the opinion that the bourgeois
revolution had been completed and that the
country was not ready for a socialist one, and
they were therefore inclined to cooperate with
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the bourgeoisie, slow down the revolution and

eliminate the Soviets. In contrast to this, the

Bolsheviks persistently and convincingly ex-

posed the counter-revolutionary character of the
Provisional Government, warned that the bour-
geoisie would give the people neither peace,

nor land, nor a democratic political system, and

called on the proletariat and its ally-the peas-

antry-to continue the revolution.

Late at night, on April 3, Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin arrived at Petrograd by train. He was
welcomed by revolutionary workers, soldiers
and sailors. Standing on top of an armoured car



in the square in front of the Finland Railway

Station, he addressed the gathering and formu-

lated the basic provisions of his programme,

which came to be called the April Theses. Their
essence was expressed in the slogan “All Power
to the Soviets!” At that time this slogan was

tantamount to a call to further develop the revo-
lution, that is, to abolish dual power in favour

of the Soviets and go over from the bourgeois-

democratic stage of the revolution to the so-

cialist one. Since the Soviets then possessed real
powar, both tasks could be carried out in a

peaceful way.

Lenin’s April Theses were discussed and
adopted by the Seventh All-Russia Conference
of Bolsheviks. A fierce campaign was launched
against Lenin and his supporters. The
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries
sided with the bourgeoisie, thus making it pos-
sible for the Provisional Government to pre-
pare an offensive at the front. The offensive
began on June 18 but soon collapsed. This led
to a growth of Bolshevik sentiments among the
popular masses. Then the leaders of the concil-
iatory parties ordered the shooting of a peace-
ful demonstration of workers and peasants,
which took place in the centre of Petrograd on
July 3, under the slogan of “All Power to the
Soviets!”

Dual power in the country ended in favour
ofthe bourgeoisie. The Provisional Government
ordered the arrest of Lenin who was compelled
to go into hiding, for the last time in his life, for
112 days. But the triumph of the bourgeoisie
was short-lived; soon after it was defeated and
ceased to be the ruling class. In July-August
the Bolshevik Party abruptly changed the di-
rection of its activities. On Lenin’s proposal,
the Sixth congress of the RSDLP (B) adpoted a
course of preparing for an armed uprising, not-
ing that “a new inevitable upsurge of the Rus-
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sian revolutionary movement will bring power
to workers and poor peasants before the revo-
lution takes place in the capitalist countries of
the West.”

This new upsurge began in the autumn of
1917. In response to the bourgeoisie’s attempt
to establish an open military dictatorship in the
country, Petrograd workers rose and waged an
armed struggle. They were supported by the
military units of the Petrograd garrison. The
revolutionary masses, led and guided by Bol-
sheviks, put down the counter-revolutionary re-
volt organised by General Kornilov. The Bol-
shevik Party’a prestige grew immeasurably, and
Bolsheviks began to win over the Soviets to
their side. The Soviets, which under the lead-
ership of the conciliatory parties virtually re-
mained a tool of compromise with the bour-
geoisie, were turning into organs of direct
struggle against the bourgeoisie. On August 31,
the Pertograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies adopted a Bolshevik resolution de-
manding peace, land and workers’ control over
production. Several days later a similar resolu-
tion was adopted by the Moscow Soviet.

Unwilling to lose the people’s confidence
completely, the leaders of the Mensheviks and
Socialist-Revolutionaries refused to enter the
new government formed with the participation
of Constitutional Democrats (Cadets). For a
while the possibility arose once again to trans-
fer power to the Soviets peacefully. Lenin pro-
posed that the leaders of the Menshevik and
Socialist-Revolutionary parties break off their
alliance with the bourgeoisie and immediately
form a government responsible to the Soviets.
Lenin stressed that freedom of propaganda and
the immediate implementation of the principles
of democracy both at the coming elections and
in the work of the Soviets proper would ensure
peaceful development of the revolution and
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peaceful transfer of power to the working class.

“Perhaps this is already impossible ?** asked
Lenin. “Perhaps. But if there is even one chance
in a hundred, the attempt at realising this op-
portunity is still worthwhile.

That was how Lenin acted, consistently ob-
serving the principles of democracy and call-
ing for their further development and imple-
mentation.

The Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolution-
aries acted differently. They launched a cam-
paign against the Soviets, demagogically call-
ing for unification of “all vital forces™ of the
country and asserting that “the transfer of all
power to the Soviets would be a crime against
the revolution”. Instead of the congress of So-
viets they convened a so-called all-Russia
democratic meeting and invited to it represen-
tatives of bourgeois and landowners’
organisations — countre-revolutionary zemstvos
(rural councils) and municipal self-government
bodies—and under various pretexts reduced the
number of seats for the Soviets, factory com-
mittees and trade unions. The meeting formed
a so-called Provisional Council of the Repub-
lic or preparliament which was to include rep-
resentatives of the bourgeoisie. The concilia-
tors virtually abandoned the position of the
Soviets. The popular masses resolutely went
over to the Bolsheviks. Lenin wrote in those
days : “Discontent, indignation and wrath are
growing in the army, among the workers. The
‘coalition’ of the Socialist-Revolutionaries and
Mensheviks with the bourgeoisie, promising
everything and fulfilling nothing, is irritating
the masses, is opening their eyes, is pushing
them towards insurrection.”

In early October Lenin illegally returned
from Finland to Pertograd and personally di-
rected preparations fon an armed uprising.

Counter-revolutionary forces were concen-
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The Smolny Institute, headquaters of the
October Socialist Revolution.

trated in the centre of Petrograd : the Winter
Palace was occupied by the Provisional Gov-
ernment, and nearby in the Admiralty was the
General Headquarters of the Pertograd Area.
The revolutionary headquarters was housed in
the building of the Smolny Institute in the city’s
eastern outskirts on the left band of the Neva.
The Revolutionary Military Committee, the
Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies and the Party centre for directing the
insurrection were stationed there.

The uprising was to be carried out by three
main combat forces : the Red Guard (armed
workers’) detachments were poised in a semi-
circle against the city centre from the north, east
and south; the revolutionary units of the
Pertograd garrison formed a second inner semi-
circle, and the ships of the Baltic Fleet were to
enter the mouth of the River Neva from the west
at the first call of the Revolutionary Military
Commettee.



Yakov Sverdlov, the first
Chairman of the All-
Russia Central Executive
Committee.

“To encircle and cut off Petrograd; to seize
it by a combined attack of sailors, workers, and
the troops—this is a task which requires art and
Triple audacity,” Lenin pointed out in those
days.

This task was accomplished on October 24-
25 (November 6-7 according to the new calen-
dar), 1917. The uprising was completed with
the capture of the Winter Palace.

Simultaneously at Smolny the Second All-
Russia Congress of Soviets was opened, which
assumed power in the country. It adopted a
Decree on Peace which declared war “the great-
est of crimes against humanity” and urged the
governments and peoples immediately to sign
a peace treaty on fair conditions—peace with-
out annexation and indemnities.

Under the Congress’ second Decree, all land
was turned over to the people for their free use.

The Congress elected an All-Russia Central
Executive Committee, the supreme legislative,
administrative and supervisory organ of power
in the period between congresses and formed
the first Soviet government—the Council of
People’s Commissars—headed by Lenin. On
November 8 (21), 1917, Yakov Sverdlov was
elected Chairman of the All-Russia Central
Executive Committee.

Whereas in Pertograd the uprising was car-
ried out quickly and almost without casualties,
stubborn and fierce fighting lasted seven days
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in Moscow where the counter-revolutionary
forces were strongly backed by cadet and en-
sign schools and some military units. Soviet
power was established in Moscow on the night
of November 3 (16). The triumphal march of
the socialist revolution began. Messages poured
into Smolny from various cities and towns of
Russia where workers had taken power into
their own hands.

In keeping with the Decree on Peace, on
November 8, the Soviet government appealed
to the governments of the belligerent countries
to enter into negotiations. The appeal was also
addressed directly to the governments of Brit-
ain, France and the United States, but no reply
followed. The Soviet government’s peaceful
initiative, however, met with wide sympathy
and support on the part of the working people
of Europe and America. Meetings and demon-
strations were held throughout Britain, France,
the United States and Germany.

Taking into account the growing anti-war
sentiments at the front and in the rear, Germany
expressed its readiness to enter into negotia-
tions. The Council of People’s Commissars in-
formed the Entente governments of this, but
again there was no reply.

The Soviet government was compelled to
hold talks with representatives of the German-
Austrian bloc. They began on November 20 in
Brest-Litovsk and resulted in a ceasefire agree-
ment to work out the terms of a peace treaty.
One of the provisions of the Soviet proposal
stipulated a ban on shifting German troops to
the Western Front.

The peace terms laid down by Germany were
extremely harsh. They stipulated that Russia
should pay a heavy indemnity and cede a large
territory, including the whole of the Ukraine
and a part of Byelorussia and the Baltic region.
The Council of People’s Commissars again ad-
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dressed the Entente countries, this time with a
proposal that they take part in the negotiations,
and again received no response.

Germany then demanded, in the form of an
ultimatum, that the Soviet republic accept the
peace terms. After careful consideration the
Soviet government decided to agree to
Germany’s terms. There was no other way out
: to go on with the war was impossible since
the country’s military potential was under-
mined, its economy dislocated and the people
were exhausted. But Leon Trotsky, who headed
the Soviet delegation at the negotiations in
Brest-Litovsk, did not carry out the Soviet
government’s instructions. On January 28,
1918, he broke up the negotiations and declared
that “Soviet Russia would sign no peace, but
would stop the hostilities and proceed to
demobilise its army”.

On February 18, Germany restarted the hos-
tilities on the entire front. A grave danger hung
over the country. The Soviet government called
on the people to do their utmost to defend their
socialist homeland. Regular Red Army units
began to be formed. Together with Red Guard
detachments they offered stiff resistance near
Pskov, Narva and Revel to the German troops
advancing on Petrograd. Workers and peasants
fiercely fought the invaders in the Ukraine and
Byelorussia. Germany’s plan to defeat Soviet
Russia quickly was foiled. Since 1919, the day
of birth of the Red Army, February 23, has an-
nually been celebrated as Red Army Day.

Despite the opposition by Trotsky and his
supporters, the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party, the Council of People’s Commis-
sars and the Central Executive Committee de-
cided to agree to Germany’s terms of peace.
On March 3, 1918, the Peace Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk was signed and on March 16 ratified
by the Extraordinary Fourth Congress of Sovi-
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ets.

Though the terms of the Brest-Litovsk Peace
Treaty were incredibly harsh, it gave the coun-
try a much needed respite. Taking advantage
of it, Soviet Russia set about carrying out so-
cialist transformations. The State Bank, indus-
try and railways were nationalised, and foreign
and domestic loans contracted by the tsarist and
Provisional governments were annulled. Con-
trol over production and distribution of prod-
ucts was introduced, and remuneration of labour
was based on the principle “He who does not
work, neither shall he eat”.

By spring 1918 Soviet power triumphed
throughout the country—from the White Sea to
the Black Sea and from the western borders to
the Pacific Coast. In summer the Fifth Congress
of Soviets adopted the country’s first Funda-
mental Law—the constitution of the Russian
Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFSR),
which proclaimed the victory of the Revolu-
tion and full equality of nations, and declared
land and all basic means of production (facto-
ries and plants, banks, railways and water trans-
port) to be public property.

On March 12, 1918, Moscow was made
capital of the world’s first state of workers and
peasants.

* %k ok

The overthrown classes would not admit
defeat. Directly supported by the imperialist
states, they unleashed a bloody civil war.

In March 1918, a British naval force disem-
barked in Murmansk, and Japanese troops and
later US marines entered Vladivostok; Central
Asia and Transcaucasia were invaded by Brit-
ish troops; and kaiser Germany occupied the
Ukraine, Byelorussia, and the Baltic region. The
main forces of internal counter-revolution were
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Lenin inspecting students of military schools, former
workers, in Moscow s Red Square, May 25, 1919

concentrated in the east and had control over
Chelyabinsk, Kazan, Penza, Simbirsk (now
Ulyanovsk) and Samara (now Kuibyshev). Cen-
tral Russia with its main industrial regions was
cut off from fuel and raw materials bases and
food-producing areas.

In spite of all these adversities, in the au-
tumn of 1918 the Red Army mounted an offen-
sive on an extended front in the east and threw
the enemy back behind the Urals.

By that time the First World War had come
to an end with the capitulation of Germany.
German troops were quickly withdrawing from
Russia. The Entente countries, however, were
trying to lay hands on Russian territory. They
helped raise, arm and equip a 400,000 strong
army led by counter-revolutionary Admiral
Alexander Kolchak, which became their main
striking force. By early 1919 this army had cap-
tured vast areas in Siberia and the Urals region
and in March launched an offensive in a bid to
break through to the Volga. But already in April
the Red Army launched a vigorous counter-of-
fensive and in the summer routed the Kolchak
troops in the area between the Tobol and the
Irtysh.

Atthe same time, troops led by counter-revo-
lutionary General Anton Denikin and supported
by the Entente were advancing on Moscow from
the south. By mid-October its forward units
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come very close to the capital of Soviet Rus-
sia. Another counter-revolutionary general,
Nikolai Yudenich, was leading his troops from
the Baltic region towards Petrograd. And again
the enemy was stopped, thanks to the tremen-
dous effort made by the Soviet people, and
routed by mid-November 1919.

In the spring of 1920 the Entente countries
launched a third onslaught on Soviet Russia :
Poland’s troops were advancing from the west,
and the White Guard army led by Baron Peter
Wrangel, from the south. Red Army units, war-
hardened in previous battles, fought as reso-
lutely as never before. In the summer they de-
feated the Polish Army led by Marshal
Pilsudski, and in late October, commanded by
Mikhail Frunze, they took Perekop by storm
and freed the Crimea. It was then possible for
the Red Army to render effective support to the
peoples of Transcaucasia and Central Asia, and
in 1922 to liberate the Far East from the Japa-
nese invaders. Though ravaged by the war, the
country upheld its independence and was able
to turn to peaceful construction.

k% sk

Many “sober-minded” economists in Soviet
Russia and abroad thought then that it was im-
possible for the country to attain the prewar
level of economic development. Indeed, in
1920, the country’s industrial output was only
14 per cent that of the 1913 level, the highest
in tsarist Russia. The Donets coal-mining ba-
sin lay in ruins, blast-furnanes in the Urals
stopped working, the railway rolling stock was
totally made up of “defective” cars and loco-
motives, and hunger and epidemics raged. The
situation was extremely critical. Was there any
way out? Lenin gave a definite and clear-cut
answer to this question. He believed the way
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out lay through electrification of the country.

On Lenin’s initiative and under his direct guid-

ance, the State Plan for the Electrification of
Russia (GOELRO) was worked out. The idea

of such a plan arose as early as the beginning

of 1918, but naturally at that time there were

no conditions for developing, let alone imple-

menting the plan. In 1920 the country’s eco-

nomic situation did not much improve. Real

courage was needed at that time to put forward

the task not only of rehabilitating the war-rav-

aged economy but of reconstructing it on a new
technical basis. It was planned to build within

ten years up to 30 electric power stations on

big rivers, near brown coal, peat and shale

fields, with a total capacity of over 1,500,000

kw. Production of electricity was to increase

tenfold as compared with the 1913 figure. Along
with the growth of the power-per-worker ratio,

it was planned to electrify several railways, re-

structure industrial enterprises and raise their

efficiency, make the Dnieper navigable, and

radically change working conditions at facto-

ries and plants and at educational and cultural

establishments.

That was what the delegates to the 8th
RSFSR Congress of Soviets, held in December
1920, learned from the speech delivered by
Gleb Krzhizhanovsky, Chairman of the State
Commission for the Electrification of Russia,
Lenin’s comrade-in-arms in revolutionary
struggle. Lenin described the Plan for the Elec-
trification as the Party’s second (economic)
programme. In a speech at a meeting held at
the Bolshoi Theatre Lenin spoks words which
came to serve as the slogan and which expressed
the essence of the vast country’s constructive
effort : “Communism is Soviet power plus the
electrification of the whole country.”

The GOELRO Plan marked the beginning
of the country’s economic rehabilitation and
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reconstruction. Planning became the most es-
sential trend of state activities. The drive to ful-
fill the GOELRO plan gave rise to unprec-
edented enthusiasm with which the people
launched the building of socialism.

* %k %k

The Russian Empire was called united and
indivisible. But this “unity” was based on co-
ercion, on suppression of the peoples’ national
features, including language, traditions, cus-
toms and culture. This “unity” could by no
means promote free development of each of the
nations and had to be destroyed. Two weeks
after the overthrow of the bourgeois rule, the
Soviet government published a Declaration of
Rights of the Peoples of Russia, which pro-
claimed equality and sovereignty of the nations,
the right of each nation to self-determination,
including secession and formation of an inde-
pendent state, and abolition of all national and
religious privileges and restrictions.

The Soviet government’s declarations were
backed up by deeds. On December 18 (31)
1917, in response to the Finnish governments’s
appeal, the Council of People’s Commissars,
“in full conformity with the principles of the
nations’ right to self-determination”, resolved
to recommend that the Central Executive Com-
mittee recognize the state sovereignty of the
Republic of Finland and on December 22 (Janu-
ary 4, 1918) this decision was ratified.

The enemies of the revolution predicted the
collapse of Russia as a united multi-national
State. In reality, however, the revolutionary
unity of the peoples moulded in their common
struggle immediately began to turn into state
unity.

By the end of the Civil War there were six
Soviet socialist republics on the country’s ter-



ritory—the Russian Federation, the Ukraine,
Byelorussia, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia.
Their military and political alliance was formed
and strengthened in the war against the inter-
ventionists, which they won together. In Feb-
ruary 1922, it was supplemented by a diplo-
matic alliance : the Russian Federation was
authorised to represent the other republics at
the Genoa Economic and Financial Conference
of All European States and to sign treaties and
agreements with any country on their behalf.
It was in Genoa in April 1922 that the Soviet
delegation, on behalf of all the six republics,
proposed that armaments be universally re-
duced, the principles of peaceful coexistence
established, and mutually beneficial coopera-
tion among states with different social systems
developed.

The tendencies towards coordinating mea-
sures and carrying out joint activities were con-
solidated in agreements concluded between the
republics. They provided for unification of
armed forces and some economic and admin-
istrative bodies. In the spring of 1922 the
Azerbaijan, Armenian and Georgian republics
concluded a treaty on the formation of the
Transcaucasian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic (TSFSR). Soon proposals were sub-
mitted by the newly-established and other So-
viet republics on the formation of a single united
state. A special commission was set up by the
Party’s Central Committee in the summer of
1922 to study this question.

In accordance with a draft plan prepared by
the commission, the Ukraine, Byelorussia and
the Transcaucasian Federation were to enter
into the RSFSR as autonomous republics cen-
trally governed by the latter’s supreme organs
of power. Having studied the draft Lenin, in a
letter to the Central Commiittee, outlined a fun-
damentally new basis of a union state—volun-
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tary unification of independent republics, in-
cluding the RSFSR, into a Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics, with all the republics enjoy-
ing equal rights, and with the Union Central
Executive Committee being the supreme body
of authority.

“We consider ourselves, the Ukraininan SSR
and others equal,” Lenin stressed, “and enter
with them, on an equal basis, into a new union
of the Soviet Republics of Europe and Asia.”

Lenin’s proposal formed the basis of the draft
on the formation of the USSR.

On December 23, 1922, the Tenth All-Rus-
sia Congress of Soviets was opened in the build-
ing of the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow. A reso-
lution adopted by the delegates said : “We con-
sider it timely to unify the RSFSR, the Ukrai-
nian SSR, the TSFSR and the Byelorussian SSR
into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.”

Altogether 488 delegates from the Ukraine,
Byelorussia and Transcaucasia were present at
the Congress. Some-what earlier congresses of
Soviets of these republics were convened which
welcomed the formation of a union state.

On December 30, all of them took part in
the work of the First All-Union Congress of
Soviets, at which the formation of the USSR
was proclaimed, and the Declaration On the
Formation of'the USSR and the Treaty of Union
adopted. These Documents formed the basis of
the first Constitution of the USSR adopted by
the Second Congress of Soviets of the USSR in
January 1924.

The Declaration stated in part : “The will of
the peoples of the Soviet republics, who recently
assembled at their Congresses of Soviets and
unanimously resolved to form a ‘Union of So-
viet Socialist Republics’, is a reliable guaran-
tee that this Union is a voluntary association of
peoples enjoying equal rights, that each repub-
lic is guaranteed the right of freely seceding
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First truck made by the Moscow Motor Works.

from the Union, that admission to the Union is
open to all Socialist Soviet Republics, whether
now existing or here-after to arise, that the new
union state will prove to be a worthy edifice
for the foundation of peaceful coexistence and
fraternal cooperation of the peoples that was
laid in October 1917.”

* ks

On November 20, 1922, Lenin delivered his
last public speech at the Bolshoi Theatre in
Moscow. In conclusion, he said : “We have
brought socialism into everyday life and must
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here see how matters stand. That is the task of
our day, the task of our epoch. Permit me to
conclude by expressing confidence that diffi-
cult as this task may be, new as it may be com-
pared with our previous task, and numerous as
the difficulties may be that it entails, we shall
all-not in a day, but in a few years—all of us
together fulfil it whatever the cost...”

Thus, Lenin regarded socialism as the prac-
tical task of the day, and in a broader sense, as
the task of the epoch. In setting about the build-
ing of socialism, Russia ushered in a new pe-
riod in world history, an epoch of the transition
from capitalism to socialism.

[ *Published by Novosti Press Agency Publishing House, 1982 ]
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